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Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Some time in the future     

Never     

     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 

1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues 
 

1.1 To bring to the Committee’s attention the Motion in respect of Action on Avoidable Winter 

Deaths which was referred to the Committee by the Council on 2nd November. 

2.0 Recommendation 
 

2.1 The Committee is requested to  

 Consider the motion and if the proposal is agreed a report on how this would be 

facilitated, resourced and managed will be brought back. 

3.0 Main Report 
 

 

 

3.1 

 

Key Issues 

 

The Council, at its meeting on 2nd November, considered the following motion which had 

been moved by Councillor Groves and seconded by Councillor McAteer. 

 X 

 

 

 

 

X  



 

3.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3 

 

 

 

3.4 

 

 

 

3.5 

 

 

 

 

“With the winter approaching, Belfast citizens will be increasingly susceptible to 

Avoidable Winter Deaths – particularly our citizens aged over 65 with underlying health 

conditions and vulnerable elderly people aged 85+. 

  

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic,  elderly and vulnerable citizens are already at 

high risk, it is therefore imperative that we redouble our efforts to prevent avoidable winter 

deaths from happening during the winter 20/21. 

  

The increase in winter deaths is widely understood to be caused by the flu and spells of 

very cold weather - yet these deaths are avoidable.  A combination of high energy prices, 

fuel poverty, ill health, low income and poor housing can make winter a dangerous time 

for many older people. 

  

This Council has worked with statutory, community and voluntary partners to deliver the 

Belfast Warm and Well Project to tackle Avoidable Winter Deaths earlier this year. We 

call on Council to act decisively to implement a multi-sectoral targeted Avoidable Winter 

Deaths programme for the winter of 20/21.” 

  

In accordance with Standing Order 13(f), the Motion was referred without discussion to the 

People and Communities Committee. 

 

Financial and Resource Implications 

 

None. 

 

Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment  

 

None. 

 

4.0 Appendices - Documents Attached 
 

  
None 
 

 


